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New Titles for Children and Young People 


Acker, Helen. The School Train; illus. » 
Janet Smalley. Abelard, 1953. *liee. $2 
(D144;D102). 

Eleven-year-old Tony and his nine-year-old 
rother, John, were left alone in their North 
Canada home while their father made his annual 
winter trapping trip. After he left, the boys 


i_learned about the school train, a railroad car 


' 


L 


fitted up as a classroom that Came each year to 
the nearby lumber camp. Deciding to attend the 
school, they packed their supplies and hiked 

the twenty miles to the lumber camp, where they 
pitched their tent and lived during the entire 
ioheoh session. An interesting story of the 

boys' resourcefulness and of an unusual type of 
school. (Gr.5-7) 


Barnum, Jay Hyde. zhe }ikhle O10 Seek. 
- Morrow, 1953. 48p. ee 


Easy reading story of a young man who is 
inclined to be dissatisfied with his somewhat 
shabby pick-up truck until he realizes one 
rainy day that it can go more places and do 
more things than can the large trailer-trucks 
that he had been envying. Not a particularly 
original plot but the combination of simple 
style and subject interest should give the book 
appeal for young readers. Because the charac- 
ters, both in the text and in the very at- 

ractive illustrations, are adults, the book 
ould be used for remedial reading with older 
boys. The text can be handled by third grade 
readers and younger children will enjoy hear- 
ing it read aloud. (Gr.1-3) 


Baum, L. Frank. The Emerald City of Oz; 
adapted by Peter Archer; pictures by Harry 
McNaught. Simon and Schuster, 1952. 28p. 
(A Little Golden Book). 85¢ Goldencraft 
Cloth Binding. 


No. 10 


The Road to Oz; adapted by 
Peter Archer; pictures by Harry McNaught. 
Simon and Schuster, 1951. 28p. (A Little 
Golden Book). 85¢ Goldencraft Cloth Binding. 
The Tin Woodman of Oz; adapted 
by Peter Archer; pictures by Harry McNaught. 
Simon and Schuster, 1952. 28p. (A Little 
Golden Book). 85¢ Goldencraft Cloth Binding. 
Three adaptations from some of the earlier, 
and better, of the Oz stories. These versions, 
which are designed for very young children, 
have none of the humor, suspense, or sense of 
wonder that made the original stories so well 
liked by older children. Not recommended. 
(Pre-school) 


Bedford, Annie North, 
adapted from the song of the same name; 
pictures by Corinne Malvern. Simon and 
Schuster, 1951. 28p. (A Little Golden 
Book). 85¢ Goldencraft Cloth Binding. 
Prose adaptation of the song "Frosty, the 
Snow Man", Frosty comes alive when the 
children find a magic hat for him and then he 
enjoys the winter sports and fun with the 
children. When warm weather comes, Frosty 
disappears, but the friendly policeman assures 
the children that the snow man will re-appear 
the next time it snows. Very slight. 
(Pre-school) 


. 
? 


Belting, Natalia Maree. Jn Enemy Hands; A 
Story of the French and Indian War; illus. by 
a 6D. Lees. Bobbs-Merrill, 1953. 168p. 

Fourteen-year-old David Cameron, captive of 
the Chickasaw Indians who had killed his father 
and uncle, was ransomed by a French Captain, St. 

Michel, and taken to Fort de Chartres to live 

with the St. Michel family. At first David's 

one idea was to escape and return to Virginia 
with information that would enable the British 
to capture the Fort. However, after living 
with the St. Michel family for several months 
he realized that they regarded him as a son 
rather than a captive and when the opportunity 
came for him to return to Virginia he decided 
to remain with the French family instead. The 
setting is laid in the same section of the 
country as the author's Pierre of Kaskaskia, 
but this is a less satisfactory story than the 
earlier one. The tone is quite sentimental at 
times and the first few chapters of the book 
seem overly-repetitious. The characters are 
typed and never fully come alive. Not recon- 


mended. (Gr.6-8) 


Black, Irma (Simonton). Pudge; A Summertime 
75 - Mixup; illus. by Peggy Bacon. Holiday House, 


4. 






















































+ Briggs Berta N. 
and Patriot. McGraw-Hill, 1952. 


~~ 


hate 


+ 


1953. 182p. $2.50. (D45;D106;D4). 

Pudge is a newcomer to the Eagle Bay summer 
resort and at first his know-it-all attitude 
makes the other children dislike him. However, 
as the summer wears on the children learn to 


recognize his good qualities and Pudge, in turn, 


improves as he gains security in hie new sur- 
roundings. The rather obvious plot and charac- 


terizations eo book from being outstanding 


but it is one that may help young readers to 
understand some of the problems of adjustment 
faced by newcomers in a school or community. 


(Gr. 3-5) 


Brenner, Anita. 3; illus. by 
Jean Charlot. Scott, 1953. 44p. $2. 
Amusing story of Dionisio, a Mexican Indian 
who was a regular Caspar Milquetoast until he 
was made to appear a hero through a series of 
lucky accidents. After that, even though he 
was still afraid, he felt that he had to keep 
up an appearance of bravery in order not to 
disappoint his friends. The story is told with 
humor and sympathetic understanding, although 
the moral is unnecessarily emphasized at the 
end. Some third grade readers will be able to 
handle the text alone and younger children will 
enjoy hearing it read aloud. 
are eminently suitable for both the setting and 
plot of the story. 


; Artist 
262p. 
(They Made America...Series). 

A scholarly, readable biography of Peale 
that gives a full picture of the times in which 
he lived as well as of the man himself. Mature 
readers at the high school level should find 


$3.50. 


the book interesting as biography and as supple- 


mentary reading for American history classes. 


(Gr.10-12) 


Brown, Bill. ° 
1955. 250p. 2.75. 


Coward-McCann, 


River in India made by two American geologists 
and a native guide. Added to the natural 


hazards of the trip were the personality clashes 


between the two geologists and the attempts of 
the natives of the region to keep them from 
finding the coal deposits they were seeking and 


from getting out of the jungle once the coal had 


been found, The characterizations are not es- 
pecially convincing, but the book makes excitin 
reading as an adventure story. (Gr.7-9 


Brown, Margaret Wise. Mister Dog; the Dog Who 


Belonged to Himself; victures by Garth Williams. — Hall, 1952. 


Simon and Schuster, 1952. 28p. (A Little 
Golden Book). 856 Goldencraft Cloth Binding. 
Mildly amusing story of a dog who belonged 
to himself and a small boy who belonged to hin- 
self. The two joined forces and had a pleasant 
life together. The illustrations are not Garth 


Williams! best. o aoa — ——_ tk-Gr.1) 
Bulla, Clyde Robert. Eagle Feather; illus. by 
Tom Two Arrows. Crowell, 1955, 88p. $2.50. 


(D59). 

Ten-year-old Eagle Feather is a modern 
Navajo boy. There is nothing particularly 
original about this story of his difficulty in 
deciding whether or not to leave his ety and 
attend the nearby government school, but the 


(D10). 


Charlot's drawings 


(Gr.1-3) 


A stirring account of a trip down the Bareli 


{ 


+ 


f LL. 


some of the situations. (Gr.7-9) 
Coryell, Hugh. 
; iilus. by William Ressler. Winston, 
m™ 1952. 116p. $2. 


story is well told and is easy reading. The 
book contains the words and music for three 
songs which the author composed. 


Chapman, Jane A. Girl's Book of Embroidery 
with illus. and diagrams by Walter Chapman. 
Greenberg, 1953. 96p. §$2. 

A beginner's book of embroidery stitches. 

The book starte with directions for making a 

pair of samplers in which the various stitches 

are used and which, when finished, could be 
either framed as samplers or used as pockets 
on skirts or stoles. Ideas are suggested for 
using embroidery on lucheon sets, blouses, 
curtains, pillows and other items which young 
girls might want to make for themselves or as 
gifts. The emphasis is on creative work both 
in making up designs and in finding places 
where embroidery might be appropriate. The 
directions are clearly given and easy to 
follow. Profusely illustrated. eet “) 
Gr.4- 


Coleman, Earl 8. 3; decorations by 
D. Cram. Longmans, 1953. 200p. $2.75. 
Sixteen-year-old Mace Donnegan had an 
opportunity to start his own pack string if he 
could only raise $500. His chance to get the 
money came when a doctor crash-landed in the 
Sierras and a $1,000 reward was offered to any- 
one who found him. Mace and winton Phillip, a 
young boy who was spending the summer on the 
Donnegan ranch, set out to find the doctor and 
earn the reward, They came close to losing 
their lives when they crossed the patn of a 
gang who were robbing ua mine, but they managed 
to rescue the doctor and bring the crooks to 
justice. An average adventure story that is 
saved from mediocrity by the real humor of 


Terry is a ten-year-old boy with adult 
trouble. His parents nag at him, his older 
sister tattles, his teacher misunderstands hin, 
the librarian sushes him, and his music teacher 
scolds him. Then Terry meets a monkey with the 
ability to talk and to make itself invisible 
and together they retaliate against all of the 
people who have ever caused Terry trouble. 


Stereotyped characters and forced humor. Not 

recommended, (Gr. 4-6) 

Crawford, Marion. ; The 
Story of Britain's New Sovereign, Prentice- 


2356p. $2.95. 

The book begins where the 
ended and records the events in Elizabeth's 
life up to the present time. The style is dis- 
jointed and repetitive, and the tone is ex- 
cessively sentimental. Elizabeth does not 
emerge as a very real or very likeable person. 
The book has a current interest but has no 
lasting value. Not recommended. (Gr. 7-12) 
Decker, Duane Walter. 


Switch Hitter. 
1955. 218p. $2.50. 


Another story of the Blue Sox, a team made 
famous in and other of Decker's 
baseball stories, The spotlight is focused 
this time on Russ Woodward, brilliant center 
fielder and great batsman, who almost wrecks 


Morrow, 


a a @ 














his career and the team by his chip-on-the- 
shoulder attitude and his refusal to play as 
team man rather than as an individual star. 
@: author has given somewhat more space to 
uss' personality problems than to descriptions 
of the games but there is still enough baseball 
to please most fans. (Gr.7=-9) 


Del Rey, Lester. Marooned on Mars; jacket 
illustration by Paul Orban; endpaper design 
by Alex Schomburg. Winston, 1952. 210p. 
(Winston Science Fiction Series). $2. 

The story of a young man who goes as a 
stowaway on the first vessel to Mars. The 
material is technically accurate and the story 
avoids the sensational and ene 

Gr. 7-9 


Edwards, Annette. : 
Priscilla Pointer, 
28p. 254. 

Sentimental text and illustrations recount 
the things a very young child sees and does 
throughout a day. Very slight. (2-4 yrs.) 


; pictures by 
Treasure Books, 1953. 


Epstein, Samuel and Williams, Beryl. The Real 
Bonk oUt SA Petes; illus. by Deane Cate. 
4 Garden City Books, 1952. 192p. $1.25. 

Brief accounts of some of the major pirates 
of the past. Contents include the Barbarossa 
brothers, Sir Francis Drake, Henry Morgan, 
Misson and Tew, Captain Kidd, Blackbeard, and 
a chapter on women pirates. A well-written and 
accurate telling that does full justice to the 
subject without resorting to exaggeration or 
sensationalism. (Gr. 5-7) 


» | Ong Phoebe a ee 
| Small Pond. Childrens Press, 1953. 44p. $2. 





| 
j 
i 








Interesting nature lore about the mink, the 

otters, the muskrats, the beavers, and the rac- 
coons living in or near Small Pond. The ani- 
mals have been individualized but not personi- 
fied and the information about their activities 
throughout the four seasons is accurate. Ac- 
cording to the dust jacket the book is intended 
for use in Grades 2-3. It would need to be 
read aloud to all except the most advanced of 
the third graders for the text is written at 
the beginning fourth grade level. The simple 
sentence structure and interesting subject 
matter will give the book value as remedial 
reading material for older readers who are read- 
ing at the fourth grade level. (Gr. 3-5) 


Eschmeyer, R. W. ; designed 
and illus. by Roy K. Wills. Fisherman Press, 
1953. 49p. (True-to-Life Stories). 504 
paper; $1. cloth. 

A conservation tract in story form for 
young readers. Points up the danger of over- 
browsing in forest refugés and the need for 
judicious hunting to keep the deer population 
in check so there will be plenty of food for 
all. The information is useful but the style 
is so written down and condescending that the 
book will have little value outside of conser= 
vation classes. (Gr. 4-6) 


~™. Evers, Alf. Bobby's Happy Day; illus. by 
$2.00. Cooper. and McNally, 1953. S2p. 


@ Bobby's hepey on was nothing for either 
obby or the reader to get particularly ex- 





cited about. It consisted of eating breakfast, 
riding his bike, watching a grass fire, mowing. 
the grass, reading a book, and going to the 
playground. The story is * written at the third 
grade level but is too mild and uneventful to 
hold the attention of many third grade readers. 
The rather mediocre prose does not lend itself 
to reading aloud to younger children. Not 
recommended, (Gr.1-3) 


Fisher, Aileen Lucia. Up the Windy Hill; A 


~ Book of Merry Verse with Silhouettes. 


Abelerd, 1953. 128p. 32. 
A book of verse for young children. Some 
of the poems have been reprinted from The 
and Inside a Little House (both 
o.p.), and others appear here for the firet 
time. The poems have a nice 111t and touches 
of humor that make them fun to read aloud. 
(Gr.1-4) 


Franklin, George Cory. Pancho; illus. by 
William Moyers. Houghton, 1953. 152p. 


A cut-and-dried story of a magnificent 
horse who is made an outlaw by poor treatment 
and then is redeemed by the loving care of a 
young boy. Pancho, the horse, goes through 
the usual run of adventures in which he is 
stolen from the boy who tamed him and is later 
recovered in a tearfully susvenseful moment. 
The author writes more convincingly of animals 
than of people but this time even his animals 
are too personified to be realistic. A di eap- 
pointing book when compared with the author's 


= 3m. 


and other animal stories. Not recommended. 


Gr. 6-8) 
|. Frey, Nine Ames. H ; illus. by 
Renee George. Scott, 1953. 150p. $2.50. 


(D62). 

Ten-year-old Arana dreamed of someday own- 
ing a horse that could be used to carry the 
loads of mats which his father made for sale 
in the nearby market city. True, few of the 
Indians in his small Central Guatamalan lake 
village owned even an ox but Arana did not let 
that fact discourage him. One day he saw a 
young danta, a river horse, in the jungle and 
set out to capture it. In the course of his 
journeying after the danta he stumbled onto an 
ancient passage built through the mountains by 
the Indians centuries before. His grandfather 
later explained the meaning of the passageway 
and pledged him to keep the secret for the 
future well-being of his people. In the end 
Arana was able to swap his danta to an American 
in return for the horse his family so badly 


needed, A sympathetic portrayal of modern life 
among the Indians of Guatamala. (Gr.5-7) 
Garnett, Eve, comp. 


A Book of the Seasons; an 
anthology; made and decorated by Eve Garnett. 
Robert Bentley, Inc., 1953. 80p. $2.75. 

A poetry anthology in which the essence of 
each of the seasons has been distilled from the 
writings of the great poets of all ages. The 
selections have been made on the basis of what 
has appeal for children in poetry rather than 
what has been written specifically for 
children. By eliminating the pauses for 


ot 


author-title identification between the poems, 
the compiler has created for the reader the 








full effect of each season without dis- 
tracting interruptions. An index to first 
lines gives the sources of the selections for 
those who want to read further. A beauti- 
fully illustrated book, a refreshingly differ- 
ent poetry anthology and an excellent book for 
developing an awareness of seasons and of 
nature for readers of all ages. (Gr.4- ) 


Goodwin, Harold Leland. 
; illus. by Clifford Geary. 
Garden City, 1952. 192p. %1.25. 

A well-organized, detailed account of 
what is vresently known in the field of space 
travel and what are the problems still un- 
solved. The author is optimistic about the 
future possibilities of space travel but he 
does not in any way over-simplify the diffi- 
culties that must be overcome. The material 
is presented in a lively style that will 
interest readers of a wide age —, 

Gr. 6= 


Granberg, Wilbur J. dohnnx Gass Cut she Take: 
 dilius, by Sari, Aladdin, 1952, 174p. ie 


Johnny's father was running for the State 
Legislature so Johnny recruited his friends to 
deliver handbills and posters. Johnny became 
so interested in the campaign that he began 
making campaign speeches (his father was too 
bashful to get up in public), and even went 
so far as to reorganize his father's campaign 
plans. Johnny's father emerges as a spine- 
less person who is incapable of running his 
own campaign, and Johnny's feats in his 
father's behalf are much too successful to be 


+- 


I+ 


realistic. (Gr.3-5) 
Holberg, Ruth (Langland). 
Wishes; with pictures by Lisl Weil. Crowell, 


1953. 122p. $2.50. 

When the Andrews twins, Bob and Nancy, 
wished on their birthday cake, the Catnip Man, 
who was a guest at their party, also made a 
wish, It was not his birthday but this was 
the first birthday party he had ever attended 
and he did not know that Bob and Nancy were 
the only ones who were supposed to make wishes. 
Bob wished to become a chef and learn how to 
bake cakes; Nancy wished to have a chance to 
be a flower girl at a wedding; and the Catnip 
Man wished for a home where he could have 
something to eat besides fried fish, which 
was all he knew how to cook. In due time all 
three wishes came true, for the Catnip Man 
married Mrs. Butterfield, owner of the local 
bakery, Bob baked their wedding cake, and 
Nancy was their flower girl. A rather slight 
story but easy enough for third grade readers 
to handle alone. The illustrations add 
greatly to the humor and appeal of the book. 
A cookie, a cake, and a chocolate frosting 
recipe are given on the end-papers. These 
are not repeated in the text. (Gr.3-5) 


Johnston, Laurie. Elizabeth Enters; The Story 
of a Queen; photographs selected by Richard 
—t W. Johnston. Scribner's, 1953. 185p. $3. 
A rather eulogistic biography of Queen 
Elizabeth II that adds little to the wealth of 
material which has already been written about 
her. The chief value and attraction of the 
book lies in the numerous photographs which 
are well-selected and clearly reproduced. An 


= 


: 


— 


ephemeral piece that will fill a present need 
but has little lasting value. -—~ (Gr. 5-7) 
Juergens, Mary, ed. 

; Allus. by Felix Palm. 
Grosset, 1955. 26p. (Big Treasure Books). 


Le 

. Brief, uninspired versions of twenty-one 
of the better known stories from the Old and 
New Testaments. The writing lacks literary 
quality and the stories are too sketchily told 
to have much meaning for children. There are 
some inaccuracies in both text and illus- 
trations. (Pre-school) 


Kantor, MacKinlay. s £ilus. by 
Donald McKay. Random House, 1952. 189p, 
(Landmark Books). 1.50. 

A brisk, detailed account of the Battle of 
Gettysburg. The author pays full tribute to 
the bravery of the men who fought on both 
sides, and at the same time does full justice 


to the grim wastefulness of war. Ends with 
Lincoln's "Gettysburg Address", (Gr.7-9) 
Keeler, Katherine (Southwick). 

- Abelard, 1955. 40p. 2. 


Familiar animals, both wild and domestic, 
that are likely to be found in the country are 
described in brief, rhythmic prose. There is 


jlittle unity to the text, and the condescend- 


_— 
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ing tone and self-conscious humor lessen the 
effectiveness of the material. Not recom- 
mended, (K-Gr. 2) 


Kerr, Laura. Scarf Dance; The Story of Cecile 
Chaminade. Abelard, 1953. 172p. $2.50. 

Biography of Cecile Chaminade, famous 
woman composer, Despite a tendency to eulo- 
gize Chaminade and her work more than they de- 
serve, the author shows some instances of real 
insight into the character and personality of 
her subject. The effect, however, is too 
often lost in the combination of poor writing 
and poor editing. Not recommended, (Gr.7-9) 


Kjelgaard, James Arthur. Rebel Siege; The 
Story of a Frontier Riflemaker's Son; illus. 
by Charles B. Wilson. Holiday House, 1953. 
252p. $2.75. 

A new edition of a book first published in 
1943. “The slight changes which have been made 
in the text are more a tightening of the 
writing than an alteration in the story it- 
self. A somewhat larger type has been used in 
the new edition. The story of fourteen-year- 
old Kinross McKenzie's part in the Battle of 
King's Mountain makes an excellent addition to 
historical fiction of the Revolutionary days. 

(Gr. 7-9) 


Klein, Lenore. Guess What? illus. by Ruth 
Wood. Wonder Books, 1953. 2lp. 254. 

A mother leads ner children through a 
series of sensory experiences with things that 
are cold, sharp, soft, hot, hard, wet, and 
sticky, The illustrations do not always 
match the text and are sometimes confusing. 
For example, the little boy is told to stay 
away from the hot radiator, but the little 
girl is shown clinging to the side of an 
ironing board just where the hot iron ia rest- 
ing. Very slight. Not recommended, 

(Pre-school) 
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Kohl, Marguerite and Young, Frederica, Games 
3; with illus. by Phillip Miller. 
Wyn, 1953. 184p. $2.50. 

An excellent guide for parents who are 
faced with the problem of selecting games for 
children's parties. The games are grouped by 
age levels - 4-6, 7-9, 10-12; with intro- 
ductory sections to each group explaining the 
play needs of youngsters at the different 
levels. Each section ends with suggestions 
for birthday parties. The games include active 
and quiet indoor games and active games to play 
outdoors, Charts at the beginning and end will 
help the adult in selecting the right game for 
use at the right time with the right age level. 
The book is intended for adult use rather than 
for children to use by themselves, although 
most of the ten to twelve-year-olds would find 
the directions easy to read and to follow, 

(K-Gr.7) 


Latham, Philip. Five Against Venus; jacket 
design by Virgil Finlay; endpaper "aesign by 


Alex Schomburg. Winston, 1952, 214p. 
(Winston Science Fiction Series). $2. 

Story of a family of four who were ship- 
wrecked on Venus and managed to survive with 
the aid of a doctor who had landed there some 
five years before. The story is not suf- 
ficiently realistic in terms of what is defi- 
nitely known about Venus to be adequate as 
science fiction and is too sensational to have 


value as a novel. Not recommended. (Gr.7-9) 
{ Leighton, Margaret (Carver). 8 
3; illus. by Corinne Boyd 
Dillon. Grosset, 1952. 180p. $1.50. 


@ (Signature Books). 

Fictionalized biography of Florence 
— Nightingale. Treatment is sentimental rather 
than realistic, with the result that the 
subject emerges as a totally different kind 
of person from that pictured in either the 


Nolan, (Messner, 1946) or 
the Woodham- Smith, (Whittlesey 
House, 1951). The difficulties Miss 


Nightingale encountered both at home and in her 
work are glossed over and she is pictured as a 
far more amiable character than other works 
indicate. Illustrations are very poor. 

Not Recommended, (Gr.5-7) 


Levin, Yehuda Harry. Miriam Comes Home; A 
Story of Our Israel Cousins; illus. by Ruth 
Levin. Page, 1953. 163p. $2.50. 

A etory of Israel and of a group of refu- 
~ gee children who are brought there after the 
war. Miriam, one of the children, cannot 
settle down happily until she has found her 
older brother who had escaped from a German 
concentration camp during the war to try to 
get to Israel. The instructive nature of the 


) oe: overshadows the story and the book's only 


value will be as a picture of life in a co- 


‘operative village in Israel. As such it is 


jadequate,. (Gr.5-7) 
Lewellen, John Byron. Birds and Planes: How 
They Fly; ilius. by Ava Morgan. Crowell, 


1953. 134p. $2. 
By describing the differences and simi- 
@ete: between the wings of birds and of 
rplanes, the author shows how they both 
operate according to the same basic principles 


of flight and of air currents. Some history of 
flying is introduced in the explanations of how 
early experiments in flying sometimes worked in 
spite of man's lack of knowledge of air 
currents, or failed to work because of that 
same lack, The book will have a dual purpose - 
for aviation enthusiasts and for nature study 
Classes that are interested in the structure 
and operation of birds's wings. The clear and 
easily assimilated explanations are made even 
more understandable by the graphic drawings. 
(Gr. 6-8) 

( Loney Maj Jan. Dear Little Deer. Whitman, 
1953. 27p. %1.50. 

A slightly misleading title since the "dear 
little deer" appears only in the last five 
pages of text (less than half of the total 
text). The major portion of the book concerns 
two small Swedish children who feed the small 
animals near their home during the winter 
months and watch them in their natural sur- 
roundings during the spring and summer, The 
text is printed in large, black type but with- 
out sufficient leading to make it very legible 
for young readers. The reading level is third 
grade put the tone is too condescending to 
appeal to many third graders. Not recommended, 


— 


(Gr. 3-4) 
Bun, a Wild 


Lippincott, Joseph Wharton, 
—. Rgbbit; illus. by George F. Mason. 
Lippincott 116p. (American Wildlife 
Series). $1.8 
Revised sairibe of a book first published 
in 1918. The style is somewhat disjointed and 
the animals never quite become individualized. 
Bun was born in the South but was captured 
while still a small rabbit and was brought to 
the North to live. There he escaped and lived 
for a while as a wild rabbit until his life was 
endangered by a beagle and he returned to the 
farm for asylum. Mediocre writing. Not recom- 


—- 


mended, (Gr. 5-7) 

Lippincott, Joseph Wharton. 
Fox; illus, by George F. Mason. Lippincott, 
oe 3. 128p. (American Wildlife Series). 
1.85. 

— New edition of a book first published in 
' 1919 under the title of 
Bidge. New illustrations have been used 
throughout. No indication is given in the book 


or on the jacket of the extent of textual 
changes that have been made and no copies of 
the earlier edition could be found for conm- 
parison. A comparison of the chapter headings 
in this edition with those listed in Book 

for the first edition suggests 
that some cutting or rearranging of the ma- 
terial has been made, The story takes Little 
Red from his early days as acub to the birth 
of his first offspring. The animals in the 
story are not personified and the book should 
have value for nature study classes as well as 


for general library use. (Gr. 4-6) 
ee Margaret Clemens. 
fiius. by Priscilla Pointer, 
Folate Press, 1953. 127p. $2.cloth; 


$1.25 paper. 
Nena and her family move from Puerto Rico 
to New York City where Nena'e father hopes to 
be able to make a better living for his family. 








tT Whittlesey House, 1953. 
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Jobs are scarce in New York so they move on 
to Bridgewater where Nena's father and sister 
both find jobs in a box factory. Nena has 
always been exceedingly shy, but in Bridge- 
water she makes friends at school and at church 
and soon loses her shyness. A pleasant story, 
although obviously written for a rer 6) 
Gr. 4- 


MacGregor, Ellen. Mise Pickerell_and the 
3; illus, by Paul Galdone. 
123p. $2.25. 
Another tale of Miss Pickerell, the little 
old lady who inadvertently went to Mars, This 
time she is peacefully attempting to take her 
cow to a circus veterinarian, and her nephews 
to an atomic exhibition. On the way she be- 
comes involved with a red-headed sheriff with 
the measles, an atomic scientist with radio- | 


ei 


active flies for testing a new fly spray, and 
@ load of uranium ore that is being used as 
ballast on a river boat. Although the story 
will not have the appeal for science fiction 
fans which had, 

it will be enjoyed for its humor, (Gr. 4-6) 


Marshall, Catherine (Wood) and Marshall, Peter. 
God Loves You; Our Family's Favorite Stories 
and Prayers; drawings by Nora S. Unwin. 
Whittlesey House, 1953. 48p. $2. 

A collection of stories and prayers that 
have grown out of the Marshalls' family 

worship services. The following review was 

written for the Center by a Sunday School 

teacher who has also had training in library 
work with children: "The general tone of this 
book is a little too sweet and sentimental 

really to appeal to me; and I was hoping for 

a little more originality. However, I do not 

like to think that this part of the book is 

bad enough actually to condemn it, and it 

could be very useful in a Sunday School. In 

the primary department in which I sometimes 

work I am sure that the superintendent would 

find it very handy for its short illustrative 

stories and poems - the stories are short j 

enough to hold the attention of small children 

and they each make a point, which is what is 
usually wanted. The one story which seems un- 
suitable to me is that of the baby raccoons, 

It is touching to think of the poor little 

things trying so hard to obey even though it 

means starving to death - and one can say that 
in their blind animal way they are displaying 
an obedience and loyalty which human beings 
often lack - but the author concludes with 

‘Human children, you see, are not the only 

ones who have to learn to obey. Obedience is 

something God requires of every one of us® - 

which doesn't seem a very appropriate sentiment 
here where a purely mechanical obedience served 
no practical or moral purpose and could simply 
have led to an unnecessary death. This kind of 
obedience does not seem a very desirable quality, 
and to draw the analogy that as Christ was obedi- 
ent unto death, so were the raccoons, and so 

should we be, just seems sacreligious - so I 

don't know just what the author is driving at. 

The little pieces like Worry Birds and The Way 

of a Crab seem pretty good to me - that is, I 

think that children would understand them and 

would be interested. An individual teacher 
could use the stories, poems, etc. too, al- 
though the stories are almost too short to take 


a 


en, 


—__ (Landmark Books). 


\nad no official flag. 


— 
—~height. 


+ 69p. 


up much of the time of the usual class period. 
Families who have any sort of devotional 
period togetner would find this book helpful, 
too, I think. One drawback is that the book 
doesn't really have much material in it and 
would be rather quickly exhausted by a teacher 
or parent." (4-6 yrs.) 


Mason, Miriam Evangeline. 
Scout; illus. by Paul Laune. 
1953. 1192p. (Childhood of Famous Americans 
Series). $1.75. 

Biography of Dan Beard, leader of the Boy 
Scout movement in this country. Since Beard 
drew on many of his childhood experiences for 
his later work in planning and carrying out his 
program with the Scouts, the details of his 
early days are interesting and meaningful. The 
last chapter is unnecessarily confusing in that 
new characters are introduced who have no bear- 
ing on the part that nas gone before. (Gr.3-5) 


ef Jane. Betsy Ross and the Flag; illus, 
y brace Paull. Random House, 1952. 1773p. 


$1.50. 

A combination of fact and legend in the 
story of the origin of the U. S. flag, with the 
legend far outweighing the facts. The writing 
is quite uninspired and tne reader is left with 
the impression that about the only thing George 
Washington had on his mind during the first 
years of the war was the fact that the country 
The information that is 
included about the other flags that were in ex- 
istence during the Revolutionary Period, the 
confusion that resulted from the use of flags 
resembling the English flag, and proper flag 
etiquette is all very interesting but could 
have been presented in a more compact form, 

It gives the impression of having been added 
for no other reason than tnat tne Betsy Ross 
legend is not long enough to justify a full 
length book. Not recommended, (Grs5-7) 
Mays, Victor. 


Fast Iron. 
190p. 42.50. 


A story of the days when whaling was at its 
As seventeen-year-old Ephraim Wheeler 
was returning from delivering a letter to his 
uncle on the New Bedford waterfront, he was 
shanghaied and taken aboard a whaler that 
sailed the next morning. Although Eph had 
lived all his life on a farm, he soon learned 
the ways of the snip and even gained a slight 
liking for seafaring life. The liking was not 
strong enough, however, to keep him at sea once 
he had the opportunity to return home. Many of 
the characters in the book are remarkably cap- 
able of coming forth with encyclopedic like 
descriptions of the ship, ite equipment, and 
the metnods of catching whales and extracting 
oil. The result is an adventure story in which 
action and detailed information far outweigh 
reality of characterization, (Gr. 7-9) 


» Boy 
Bobbs-Merrill, 


Houghton, 1953, 


Mears, Helen, 

pictures by Kathleen Elgin, 

$1.75. (D62). 

A glimpse into Japanese social and family 
affairs as seen through the daily lives of two 
young Japanese children. Some history is 
introduced and the changes tnat have taken 
place since the war are indicated. A satis- 
factory introduction to the country that should 


Watts, 1953. 
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help young readers develop a greater under- 
tanding of and appreciation for the Japanese 


ople. Semi-fictionalized. (Gr. 4-6) 

O'Rourke, Frank. Heav Ww ries, 
and Other Baseball Stories. Barnes, 1952. 
192p. $2.50. 


Nine stories of big league baseball told 
with a vigor and skill that make good reading 
for sports fans. Some of the stories have 
been reprinted from Collier's, The Philadelphia 

and Vv - Others 
have never been published before. The stories 
are well-written, with good plot and character 
development, (Gr. 9-12) 


Palmer, Nena. Toph Joana’ Gard. Morrow, 
= 1953, 246p. 2.50. 


Petra, a high school senior with an inferi- 
ority complex, succeeds in overcoming her shy- 
ness and unattractive looks enough to win the 
friendship of the leading students in her class 
at Millville High. Occasionally the author 
manages to draw a penetrating picture of the 
emotions and reactions of teen-agers, especial- 
ly of those who have not made adequate social 
adjustments. However, most of the time the 
characters are atypical in their reactions. 

The reader is never given any understanding of 
why Petra is so shy and so lacking in social 


; poise; the situation in which Bill invites 


Petra to the most important dance of the year 
is completely contrary to normal adolescent 
actions; and the last scene in which Petra is 
acclaimed by the class as their friend for life 
descends to the maudlin. Not recommended. 
(Gr.7-9) 


Peller, Jackie, illus. ) 

; illus. by Jackie 
Peller and Jean Tamburine. Treasure Books, 
1953. 28p. 

Contains two stories and a poem: The Three 
Bears, The Teeny Tiny Woman, and The Three 
Little Kittens. The versions are adequate but 
in no way outstanding. (Pre-school) 


Pinelli, Ralph A. Mr, Ump; as told to Joe 
King. Westminster, 1955. 184p. $2.50. 

Babe Pinelli's story of his life in organ- 
ized baseball. The emphasis is almost entirely 
on Pinelli's hot temper and the troubles it 
caused him. In spite of the fact that Pinelli 
constantly deplores his temper, the reader is 
given the impression that he is really rather 
proud of it. Mediocre writing. Not recon- 
mended, (Gr. 8-10) 


Raphael, Ralph B. Water, Water Everywhere; 
pictures by Art Seiden. Wonder Books, 1953. 
2lp. 254. 

Rhymed text telling where water is to be 
The illustrations 


| ound and how it is used. 
] re uneven; some are quite good and others are 


Could be used to de- 


confusing and misleading. 
(K-Gr.1) 


velop beginning nature concepts. 


-|. Renick, Marion (Lewis). Ihe Heart for Baseball; 
illus. by Paul Galdone. Scribner's, 1955. 


2354p. $2.25. 

When Scooter Jones failed to make any of the 
rst Little League teams organized in his home 
wn, he gathered together enough of the other 


boys who, for one reason or another, were ineli- 


— 


s Dragonfly; 
1952. 52p. 75¢. 


gible for the teams and they formed their own 
team. The going was rough at first when their 
lack of a proper place to play caused them to 
tangle with the local police. Eventuelly inter 
est in their plight was aroused to the point 
where other business men in town became con- 
cerned and by the time the season opened, 
Allentown could boast four Leagues of four 
teams each. Scooter and his friends had as a 
coach, Oscar, one time player for the Three- 
Eye League and now the driver of a laundry 
truck. Under his guidance the team improved 
until it won the city championship for that 
year. The subject is interesting but the book 
would have been improved by some cutting. As 
it stands, the excessive length, solid-type 
pages, and many digressions may well prove too 
| discouraging for most fourth or fifth grade 
readers, (Gr.4-5) 


Robinson, Thomas Pendleton, 
illus. by Morgan Dennis. 
$2.50. 

Another cross-country trek by a dog. This 
time the dog is a Saint Bernard that was 
shipped by accident from his home in 
Massachusetts to Kansas City with a load of 
calves, Jerry, the dog, was not brilliant but 
his friendly ways won him friends and help on 
the long trip back to his home farm. Pedestri- 
an writing. Not recommended. (Gr. 5-7) 


Lost Dog Jerry; 
Viking, 1952. 190p, 


—— 


Ross, Frank Xavier. Flying Windmills; The 
Story of the Helicopter. Lothrop, 1953. 
“ 192p. $2.75. 

An interesting but ponderous history of the 
development of the helicopter, The pages are 
packed solid with type and the photographs are 
too poorly reproduced to have informational or 
interest value. In snite of tnese limitations, 
the book has detailed information on a subject 
that is of current interest for many readers, 
and it will be useful where there is sufficient 
motivation to overcome the slow style. 

(Gr. 9-12) 


Rutley, Cecily M. W 
; Pictures by B. Butler. Warne, 


(Tales of the Wild Folk). 


; pictures by B. Butler. 
Warne, 1952y 52p. 75¢. (Tales of the Wild 
Folk). 


and The Skylark; pictures by Joyce Davies. 
Warne, 1952. 52p. 75¢. (Tales of the Wild 


Folk). 

The Woodpecker; pictures by Joan Wanklyh. 
bart 1952. 52p. 754. (Tales of the Wild 
Folk). 


Four titles in a new series of nature study 
books. Each book contains three stories; one 
about each of the animals named in the title. 
The stories are highly personified and thus 
lose their value as nature study material. In 
the story of the bee the main character is re- 
ferred to throughout as "he" despite the fact 
that it is a worker and all worker honey bees 
are female, Not recommended. (Gr. 2-4) 


St. John, Philip. Rocket Jockey; jacket and 
endpaper designs by Alex Schomburg. Winston, 
1952. 207p. (Winston Science Fiction 








+ Bendick, 


+ 


—— 
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Series). 42. 

Science fiction involving an interplanetary 
race comparable to the Indianapolis Memorial Day 
Classic for cars. Seventeen-year-old Jerry 
Blaine takes over when his older brother is inca- 
pacitated and, in spite of an incredibly long 
series of disasters, succeeds in winning the 
race. Jerry is too much the ideal hero to seem 
real as a character and the story is overburdened 
with the pseudo-scientific. Not eu 8 3) 

Gr.7= 


Schneider, Herman and Schneider, Nina. 
; pictures by Jeanne 
ittlesey House, 1953. 159p. 
$2.50, 


A book of simple model building in which 
milk cartons are used as the basic construction 
material. Directions are given for building 
various types of bridges, wheeled vehicles, 
boats, vertical transportation, and wind and 
water wheels. Some basic scientific principles 
are explained in the process of constructing and 
using the models. The tone of the writing is 
more condescending and written down than is 
usual for these authors, but it is offset by the 
easy-to-follow directions and clear, diagramatic 
illustrations that will make model building a 
pleasure. Excellent for club and hobby groups 
as well as for youngsters to use alone. 

(Gr.6-8) 


Sears, Paul McCutcheon. 
illus. by Barbara Latham. Holiday House, 
1953. 44p. (A Life-Cycle Story). $2. 

In a style similar to that of Earle's Robins 
in the Garden (Morrow, 1953), the autnor de- 
scribes the life of a downy woodpecker through 
an entire year, with details of how he builds a 
nest, what he eats, and how he raises his young. 
The book is easy to read and will make an excel- 
lent addition to nature study re 

Gr.5-5 


W ; 


Snow, Dorothea J. Raphael Semmes, Tidewater Boy; 
illus. by Paul Laune, Bobbs-Merrill, 1952. 
a (The Childhood of Famous American Series). 

Biography of Raphael Semmes, a Southern naval 
hero during the Civil War. ‘Semmes is not a par- 
ticularly well-known figure and this account of 
his childhood and early youth will not give young 
readers much of an idea of who he was or why he 
ie important. As a biography the content is in- 
adequate; as a story the writing is too stilted 
and the characters too wooden, Not recommended. 

(Gr.3-5) 


Stevenson, Augusta. 
iilus, by Sandra James, 
192p. $1.75. 
Series). 

Fictionalized biography of Molly Ludwig Hays, 
heroine of the Battle of Monmouth, Little is 
actually known about her life, but the author 
has expanded the known facts to make a story that 
is fairly typical of any young girl's life ina 
rural community during the Revolutionary Period. 

According to this story, Molly gained her nick- 

name while she was still a young girl, but other 

versions say she earned it during the Battle of 

Monmouth, where she carried water to the wounded 

soldiers before taking over her husband's cannon 

after he succumbed to heat prostration. An 


Bobbe-Merrill, 1952, 
(Childhood of Famous Americans 


interesting story of the Revolutionary War but 
not an adequate biography. (Gr. 3-5) 


Stevenson, Elmo N. Pets, Wild and Western; 
with photographs by the author and others, 
Scribner's, 1953. 163p. $2.50. 

Brief accounts of the author's experiences 
with various wild animals that he has kept as 
pets. The animals included are: a western 
badger, a Great Basin coyote, a black-billed 
magpie, a yellow-haired porcupine, a cedar 
waxwing, a western fence lizard or swift, a 
prairie falcon, two black-footed gray 
squirrels, a coast steller jay, a Swainson's 
hawk, a western mourning dove, a golden- 
mantied ground squirrel, and a Californie 
evening grosbeak. Although the author en- 
courages young readers to keep wild animals as 
pets, he cautions them as to conditions under 
which such pets should be kept and gives ex- 
plicit instructions for their care. (Gr. 5-7) 


Stotz, Carl E. and Baldwin, M. W. 
3; with a foreword by Paul 
8. Kerr; illus. with photographs. Macrae, 
™ 1952. 27lp. $2.95. 

A fictionalized account of the way in 
which Little League baseball teams have their 
beginnings, together with descriptions of 
games both at home and during the Little 
League World Series. At times the book seems 
to be aimed at the reader of Little League 
age, and again it is obviously speaking to 
adults who are considering sponsoring a Little 
League team. The resulting confusion in style 
keeps the book from being completely satis- 
factory for either age reader. Mr. Stotz' 
references to his own popularity and winning 
personality are unnecessary and in recy oat 

Gr. 4-6 


Taylor, Alice. Egypt; illus. by Rafaello 
Busoni. Holiday House, 1953, 27p. (Lands 
and Peoples). $1.75. (D62). 

Eighteenth title in the "Lands and 
Peoples" series, The coverage is too brief to 
give more than a superficial glance at the 
high spots of the historical development; 
geographical features; and present day social, 
political, and economic problems of the 
country. A satisfactory book to use as a 
springboard for a discussion of one of the 
world's current tension spots. (Gr. 8-12) 


Not recommended, 


Tor, Regina. aE Md 
McCann, 1953. 48p. $2.25. (D62). 
A very brief but interesting introduction 
to Korea designed to give young children a 
picture of some of the customs and habits of 
everyday life of the Korean people. Except 
for a short statement in the chronological 
table at the end, no mention is made of the 
present Korean conflict or of its effect on 
the lives of the Korean people. (Gr. 3-5) 


Trease, Geoffrey. ee -- 
4 Englend. Vanguard, 1953. 254p,. yo 


Brief accounts of the seven women who have 
ruled England, told against a background of 
English history. The material is accurate as 
to detail, although somewhat colored by the 
author's obvious prejudice in favor of all 
thinge English, and is written with the same 
smooth flow and entertaining style that mark 


Coward- 
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Mr. Trease's historical novels, The result is 
a book that will be read for its current 


@: =>. but that should also have a continu- 


~ 


g appeal after the Coronation of Elizabeth II 


s itself become history, (Gr.7-12) 


Turngren, Annette. Great Artists; 26 Master 
Painters. Abelard, . $3 


Pe e 

Brief sketches of the lives and works of 
twenty~eix well-known painters, from Da Vinci 
to Sargent. The episodes, although short, are 
well-written and succeed in giving a real 
feeling for each man and his work, Unfortu- 
nately there are no illustrations and the 
detailed analyses of some of the works will be 
meaningless unless the reader has books of 
reproductions at hand, (Gr.7-9) 


Van Riper, Guernsey. Knute Rockne, Youn 
Athlete; illus. by Paul Laune. Sobbe-Merriii, 
1952. 1922p. (The Childhood of Famous 
Americans Series). $1.75. 

Fictionalized biography of Knute Rockne 
beginning with his childhood days in Norway and 
summing up his career as player and coach at 
Notre Dame in the last two chapters. Sports 
fans may find interest in the account of the 
influence that sports of all kinds and football 
in particular had on Rockne's early life. 

(Gr. 4-6) 
Voight, Virginia Frances, Zeke and the Fisher- 
Cat; drawings by Harry McChesney. Hol y 
House, 1953. 20lp. $2.50. 
A story of the early days of the American 
colonies and of the first colonists to move 
rom Plymouth to the Connecticut valley. Young 
ke goes with his cousin, Judith, and her 
ather, who has been asked to come to the new 
colony as its schoolmaster, Zeke plans to help 
his uncle and cousin get started and then clear 
enough land for his own family to come out the 
following year. On the way to the new town, 
Zeke makes friends with a young Mohegan Indian 
boy, Fisher-Cat, and through that friendship is 
able to rescue Suay from a tribe of hostile 
Indiens and to cement friendship between the 
Mohegans and the white settlers, A well-told 
story of a period in American history that has 
seldom been treated in children's seas ”) 
Gr. 5- 


Wellman, Manly Wade. The Last Mammoth; deco- 
rations by Leej Ames, Oliday House, 1953, 
222p. $2.50. 

In 1755 young Sam Ward left his North 
Carolina home to go to a Cherokee village in 
the west and help its inhabitants fight against 
a monster that was terrorizing the country. 
After many adventures he succeeded, with the 
help of a young Cherokee boy, in killing the 
mammoth. Although scientists agree that there 
could possibly have been one or two pre-historic 

othe still living when the first white men 

ame to this country, there is no real basis 
for the incident as told here. The story is 
melodrematic and poorly written, Not 


recommended, (Gr. 7-9) 
Zim, Herbert Spencer. What's Inside of Animals? 
illus. by Herschel W. ° orrow, ° 


S2p. - s 
The physical structure of a clam, a starfish, 
earthworm, a grasshopper, a fish, a frog, and 


a dog are described through a combination of 
large and small type and diagramatic illustra- 
tions. The information about each specific 
animal is briefly related to some of the other 
animals of the same general class so that the 
reader can get some idea of the physical make- 
up of the animals of a general type as well as 
of these specific animals. The book is written 
at about the third grade reading level and most 
third graders should be able to handle the 
entire text if they do not become too dis= 
couraged by the necessity for making constant 
readjustments in their eye movements as they 
go from a page of extra large type to a page of 
small type and double columns, (Gr. 3-5) 


nstructional Materials, Supplementary Readin 
and Sources of Materials 





Barbe, Walter B. "High Interest, Low Ability 


Level Reading Materials" Elementary English 
30:281-284 My'&3, 


Colby, Jean Poindexter, The Children's Book 
Field; designed and illus. by Greta Franzen. 
Pellegrini, 1952. 246p. $3.50. 


Eckert, Ralph G. What You Should Know about 
Parenthood Life Adjustment Booklet. Science 
Research Associates, 57 West Grand Avenue, 
Chicago 10, Illinois. 40¢ 


Foster, Constance, Developing Responsibility 
in Children. Better Living Booklet. cience 


Research Associates, 40¢ 








Haefner, John H, 
NEA Journal 


Hark, Mildred and McQueen, Noel. Make Your 
Pennies Count. Junior Lite Adjustment 
Booklet. Cience Research Associates, 40¢ 

Hill, Margaret Keyser. A Bibliography of 
Reading Lists for Retarded Readers. State 


niversity of Iowa Extension Bulletin No.37, 
Iowa City, 


"The Battle of the Books" 
42:227-228 Ap'é3,. 


College of Education Series. 
Iowa. 10¢ 


Inexpensive Books for Boys and Girls; Compiled 
y the Subcommittee on Inexpensive Books for 
Boys anc Girls of the ALA Editorial Committee 


Sd ed, rev. Chicago, American Library 
Association, 1952, 65¢ 


Jacobs, Leland B. 


Literature" 
My'53. 


unior Booklist of tne Secondary Education 
Board, Milton 86, Massachusetts. Ap'&3, 35¢ 
Remmers, H. H. and Hackett, C. G. Jet's Listen 
to Youth. Better Living Booklet. Science 
Research Associates. 40¢ 
Senior Booklist of the Secondary Education 
Board, Milton 86, Massachusetts, Ap'53. 35¢ 


Vandeberg, Ethyl. "Readiness for Languege Arts 
Begins in the Kindergarten" Elementary 
School Journal 53:447-453 Ap'S3. 


"Lois Lenski's Regional 
Elementary English 30:261-266 





